
Each moment of genuine
dialogue connects all the
circles, however great or
small their degree of
development.

what I know
about the
subject right

now

[12]what I
know now about

becoming a
person

the person
I am now &
how I hold you
in my mind
& heart

[4] the person
you are now &
how you hold
me in your

mind &
heart

the lessons we have yet to learn with and from one
another about becoming persons

together

the person I have
yet to become &
how I might grow
in all my capacities
including my
ability to know,

appreciate &
encourage you

the person
you have yet to
become & how
you might grow
in all your
capacities,
including your

ability to know,
appreciate &

encourage me

what you know
about the

subject right
now

[6] what you
know now about
becoming a
person

what I am capable of
learning now/next

[2]what you are
ready to learn next

everything
you could learn
about the subject

in your life

what this subject matter could
contribute to your becoming a
person, by way of examples, skills,

metaphors, analogies, stories,
challenges, etc.

what this subject matter
could contribute to my
becoming a person, by
way of examples, skills,
metaphors, analogies,
stories, challenges, etc.

Me

a specific subject matter:

You

the foreground: exploring and mastering specific skills and subject
matter (history, algebra, literature, gardening, cooking, etc.),

which we always explore in the context of our own
evolving communication skills and shared journey

toward personhood (sometimes happily
shared, sometimes painfully).
(As the subject matter includes more about

interpersonal communication, human
development & psychotherapy, the

top half and bottom half of this
model become similar.)

a model of cooperative teaching, learning and becoming
eighteen intertwined ellipses
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The 18th circle:
the weaving
together of
our evolving
relationship,
co-evolving
personhood,
and knowledge
of a given topic.

Thanks to Martin Buber, Dr. Michael Geis and Prof. Ramon Panikkar for the ongoing inspiration.
M .y friend Michael teaches poetry and part of the subject is always who we are becoming, together, in that moment

as the constant, and constantly changing, background of all knowledge and skill:
the evolving persons who hold the knowledge and skill about a given topic.

(Personhood is understood here to include the open horizons
of human development: awareness, compassion, honesty, creativity, insight,
vitality, ability to think clearly, capacity to bring out the best in others, etc.).

Eighteen Intertwined Ellipses. Revision 1.1 - March 2007. Copyright, Dennis Rivers, 2007.
Creative Commons SA2.5 License to Reproduce Granted to Reader. (See www.creativecommons.org)

student &
teacher

encounter
one another

as co-learners

3.

1.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.10.

13.

11.

14.

12.

Due to the limitations
of my skill in diagramming,
the size of an overlap in this
diagram does not represent the extent
or significance of the overlap in actual life.

15.

18.
(all)

17.

18.

everything
I could learn

about the subject
in my life

16.

the
discoveries
we have yet

to make
together

9.

**

*

*

*

**

*

*

personhood: our skills, knowledge, activities and awarenesses

2.

what you are capable of
learning now/next

what I am ready
to learn next

co-
next


